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First-ever Int’l Cold Chain Bangladesh exhibition
begins 16 May at ICCB

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

RESS & -0LD CHAINS

Frota Caurntesy

The country s first-ever nternational Cold Chain Bangladesh-2004
exhibition will be held at the Intemational Convention City Bashundhara
{ICCB} in Dhaka on 16 May with a view to fostering the benefit of the entire
cold chain industry of the commntry

Bangladesh Cold Storage Association (BCSA) President Mostofa Azad
Chowdhury Babn made the disclosure at a press conference at its
auditorium in the capital on Thutsday

He zaid Saver Intermnational Ltd and the BCSA will jointly organise the
three.day expo

OXBEOS

A total of 180 stalls from 14 countries will display cold storage
infrastructure, equipment, machinery, refrigeration industties, packaging
and labelling supplies, logistics services, freight forwarding and cold chain
transportation lab equipment, and ICT solutions at the event

“A lot of agticultural goods, including around 8-10 lakh tonnes of onions,
get rotten every vear against the demand for 33 lakh tonnes in the countty.
To reduce the wastage of agnicultural goods, we should develop our cold
chain management. Otherwise, we cannot tesolve the problems of food
deficit,” he said.

Thete ate curtently 471 cold storages in the countty and most of those are
used for potatoes, said Mostofa, former senior vice-president of the
Fedetation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI).

“We need more investments in the industty to store various items,
including onions, tomatoes, carrots, meat, dates, and fruits to ensure food
security”

He demanded government policy suppott and loans at low-interest rates
for the sector, and the formation of a cell jointly by finance, commetce,
agriculture. and environment ministries as well as the BCSA to develop the
sector.
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Integrated policy
needed to enhance cold
chain efficiency: BCSA

Cold Chain Bangladesh 2024
Exhibition to begin May 16

Stafl Reporter

Bangladesh Cold Storage Association
(BCS5A) has uwrged for the enactment
of an integrated pollcy for the devel-
opment of cold chain infrastmicture o
ensune a sirateghc supply of perishable
goods such as potatoes, onlons, and ho-
imatoes in ofl- Seasons,

Their call o action at o press beiel.
g coldnchded o Thusstay with  the
announcement of the Cold Chain Bang-
ladesh 2024 exhibition, scheduled 1o be
bl e e Intermational Comvention City
Bashundhara [NCCBE) froom May o6 to 18,

Saovor Internaticreal Ll in collabss-
rating with the Bangladesh Caold Seor-
age Asscociation [BCSAN, will organise
the event, with the participation of 1y
couTtrbes.

Md Falrul Alnm, monaging direcior
of Spvor International Lid, while moad-

MEET

virloprmeni of state-ol-the-an cold chains.

“At present, the bank loan intemness is
et ot 13-14 per cent, F we take projects
with high-interest loans, it will notd e
profitable. Therefore, the government
should armnge special loans at low in-
terest through Bangladesh Bank or by
bringing funds from abrosd.” he added.

Babm also statesd during the exhils-
tion, stakeholdbers will advocste for im-
plementing public-private panmnerships
(PPPs) in cold chain management, em-
phasising the importance of spectalised
cold storage Ecilities and post-harvest
management education for Firmers and
industry professionals,

Molinmined  Assdurraman, pres)-
dent of Bangladesh Hefrigeration and
Alr-conditioning Merchant Association
[BRAMA)N and chalrman of the Stand:
ing Committer on Refrigeration. Air
Conditioning., and Cold Chain Policy

R
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Savor International Ltd MD Md Faizul Alam, BCSA President Mostofa Azad
Chowdhury Babu, BRAMA President Mohammad Asaduzzaman and others at

the press briefing in Dhaka on Thursday

erating the event told the media that the
exhibition would serve as a platform to
showcase advancements in cold chain
technologies and discuss strategies to
enhance the efficiency of cold storage
and logistics in Bangladesh.

He emphasised the necessity of an
integrated policy for cold chain man-
agement involving multiple govem-
ment ministries, industry stakeholders,
and experts to address the evolving
needs of the agricultural and perisha-
ble goods sector.

Mostofa Azad Chowdhury Babu,
president of BCSA, said there is an ur-
gent need to reform the current finan-
clal structure to incentivise investments
in cold chain management.

He highlighted the necessity of ac-
cessing loans from foreign sources at
lower interest rates to facilitate the de-

-Courtesy Photo

Implementation of FBCCI, addressed
the challenges faced in importing cold
storage equipment and spare parts,
urging for & reduction in import duties
to stimulate investment in the country’s
cold chain infrastructure.

He sald, importing an entire cold stor-
age structure requires us to pay a duty of
1 per cent. But when we have to impont
one of its parts, our duty becomes 130
per cent. It is a big crisis for investment,
It s better if it s between 3 per cent.’

Istiaque Ahmed, senior vice presi-
dent of the Cold Storage Association,
emphasised that cold storage s essen-
tial not only for food security but also
for ensuring food safety by reducing the
need for harmiul preservatives.

Md Hasmotuzzaman, chairman
RF, ASHRAE Bangladesh Chapter also
spoke among others,
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Cold chain policy vital for investment
in preservation of perishable goods

Business Correspondemt

Leaders of Bangladesh's cold storage
industry have been urging the govem-
ment to enact a unified policy to bolster
the country’s cold chain infrastructure,
This improved system would ensure a
steady supply of perishable goods, such as
potatoes, onions, and tomatoes, even dur-
ing off-seasons, they said

The call was made along with
announcement of the upcoming Cold
Chain  Bangladesh-2024  exhibition,
scheduled for May 16th to 18th,
Organizers aim to showcase advance-
ments in cold chain technology and dis-
cuss strategies to streamline cold storage

I- - - ——— IS

Specialized cold storage facilities and
improved post-harvest management edu-
cation for farmers and industry profes-
sionals were identified as further priori-
ties.

The high cost of importing cold storage
equipment and spare parts was another
point  of discussion. Mohammad
Asaduzzaman,  President of the
Bangladesh Refrigeration and Air-condi-
tioning Merchant Association, urged a
reduction in import duties to stimulate
investment.

Istiaque Ahmed, Senior Vice President of
the Cold Storage Association, emphasized
the dual role cold storage plays in both food
security and food safety by minimizing
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and logistics across Bangladesh.

While attending a press conference in
the city on Thursday the industry leaders
emphasized the critical need for a com-
prehensive cold chain policy involving
various government ministries, industries
stakeholders, and expents. This collabora-
tion would address the evolving needs of
the agricultural and perishable goods sec-
tor.
Md Faizul Alam, Managing Director of
Savor International Lid,, stressed the
importance of revamping the current
financial structure to incentivize invest-
ments in cold chain development. He
highlighted the need for access to low-
interest foreign loans to facilitate the con-
struction of modern cold chain facilities,

Public-private partnerships (PPPs) were
also emphasized as a way to move for-
ward. Stakeholders believe PPPs would be
instrumental in cold chain management.

dependence on harmful preservatives.

Industry leaders expressed concern
over potential potato shortages. Mostafa
Azad Chowdhury Babu, President of
Bangladesh Cold Storage Association
(BCSA), urged authorities to provide accu-
rate data on potato production to prevent
market disruptions.

He warned that consumers might face
potato prices exceeding 50 taka per kilo-
gram, given the current farm gate price of
27-32 taka per kilogram, a significant
increase from last year's maximum of 18
taka per kilogram.

The Cold Chain Bangladesh 2024 exhi-
bition promises to be a platform for col-
laboration and progress. By addressing
the concerns raised by industry leaders
and implementing an integrated cold
chain policy, Bangladesh can ensure a
more stable and secure supply of perish-
able goods for its citizens.
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Savor International Ltd. and the Bangladesh Cold Storage Associntion
(BCSA) juintly hosted “Meel the Press” event o for the upeoming Cold
Chain Bangladesh zozg exhibition. The event took place on Thursday at

the BCSA prem ises.

Photo: Courlesy

Savor International & BCSA
jointly hosts "Meet the Press"

DHAKA: Savor Tntermational 1ol and the
Bangladesh Cold Storage Associaton
{BCSA) jointly hosted “Meet this Press” event
o fior the upooming Cold Chain Bangladesh
2024 exhilthon. The evenl took place on
Thamdey at the BCSA premiss, n poess
redease sid,

The porpose of this gatherng, {s o provide
the detsils for w ing Cold Chain

Banglodesh w02y exhibition, which s
n:i:tlluhliu titkoe place (rom My 16 10 May
18, 2024, al the Internitiona] Convention
City Boshuondarn (HOCH). This exdilbition
serves a5 a2 platform o showese
advancements in cold chain technologies
and discuss stritegies o enhance the
efficioney of cold storage amd logistics in
Bangladesh. Many compuies from dilfferent
parts of the workl are going to join this

exchibition.

There was valusble insights and
discussions o the significance of cold chin
infrostroctiure i Banpladesh's
and focd seclors

Among  the  poests, Mostofs  Asad
Chowidbury, President, Banpladesh Cald
Stornge  Associntion  (BCSA), Istiague
Ahmed. Senior Viee President, Bangladesh
Cold Storage Association (BOSAJ, Engr, Md,
Hastnotucammun, Chatrman KP, ASHRAK
Banglsdesh Chaper, Mohammad
Asidlugemman,  Preshdent,  BRAMA,
Chairman, Standing Committee on
Refrigeration, Alr Conditioning, and Cold
chain policy Implementation (FBOCH, and
Md. Fasm] Alam, ¥Managing Dirertor, Sevor
International Lid were present ab the
cETeremTy.
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Cold Chain Bangladesh 2024 Exhibition in May

Industry Leaders urged for integrated policy enactment to enhance cold chain
efficiency

THE PRESS‘ é&ﬂ%‘fmw g

T

SAIOR T

Cold storage industrics, during a press meet on Thursday (28 March), urged for the

enactment of an integrated policy for the development of cold chain infrastrucoure o
ensure a strategic supply of perishable goods such as potatoes, onions, and tomatoes m

off seasons.

Their call to action coinclded with the announcement of the Cold Chain Bangladesh
2024 exhibition, scheduled to be held from May 16 to 18 this year.

Savor International Ltd, in collaboration with the Bangladesh Cold Storage Assoclation
{BCSA) organised the event at the BCSA office in the dty on the day.

The press conference alined o provide Insights into the upeoming exhibition, which will
take place at the International Comveention City Bashundhan (I0CB) in May,

Md Faizul Alam. Managing Director of Savor International Ltd, while moderating the
event told the the media that the exhibitlon would serve as a platform o showease
advancements in cold chain technologies and discuss strategies to enhance the
efMicieney of cold storage and lvuglﬁ'.u:‘ in Bangladesh,

He emphasised the necessity of an Inegrated podicy for cold chain management
invodving muftiple government ministries, industry stakeholders, and expents 1o address
the evolving needs of the agricultural and perishable goods sector,

Mostofa Azad Chowdhary Babu, President of BCSA. said there 5 an wrgent need o
reform the owrent fingncial structure o incentivise Gwestments in cold chain
MARAFEMEnT.

He highlighted the necessity of accessing loans from foreign sources at lower interest
rates 1o facilitare the development of state-of~the-art cold chalns,

Puring the exhibiton. stakehokders will advocate for implementing  public-prvate
partneeships (PPPs) in eold chain maARagement, emphasising the importance of
speclalised cold storage facilitles and post-harvest management education for farmers
and ndustry professionals

Mohammad Assduzzaman, President of Bangladesh Refrigeration and Air-conditioning
Merchant Assoclation  (BRAMA) and Chairman of the Standing Commitiee -on
Refrigeration, Alr Conditioning, and Cold Chain Policy Implementation of FBCCL
addressed the challenges faced In Importing cold storage equipment and spare parts,
urging for & reduction in impeet duties w somulate investment inthe country's cold

chain Infrastructure

|stiague Ahmed, Senlor Viee President of the Cold Storage Association, emphasised that
ool sroragr (s essential net onby for fond securey but elsa for ensuring food safeey by
recucang the neesd for harmiul presenatives

Memmwhile, Mostalz Azad Chowchury Sabu expressed concerns over potential potato
shortages. and wped authoritics to provide accurse data on petato production @
mizigare market disnuprions

He expressed his concern thet consimers might have to buy potato at shave Tk 50.a kg
as farmers bevel prce s 1% 29-32 a kg which was masmaum ‘% 18 2 kg bastvear,

M Hasemotuzzsman, Chadrman KP, ASHRAE Bangiedesh Chuptee also spoke among
mthers,

Messengiery Suman
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Potato prices may rise above
Tkso0/kg this year: Cold Storage
Association

A three-day cobd chain exhibition will begin  May

Folle st of puetli L Il

Consumers might have to buy potatoes for over Thso per kg this year
due to low production, said the Bangladesh Cold Storage Association.

"Lasl year potatoes thal were stored in cold storage were bought for Tk8-12 per
kg. The potatoes that are being stored this time are bought for Tkas-3o per kg
from farmers. The prices will be much higher when these potatoes hit the
market," said Bangladesh Cold Storage Association President Mostals Azad
Chowdhury during a "meel the press® organised by the assodation along with
Saver Intermational Limited at Paltan in the capital On Thursday (28 March).

He said due to the effects of climate change, natural calamities and diseases,
the production of polatoes has decreased by al least 2004 this year. Al the
same time due to the Anancial crisis and market volatility, the farmers
harvested at least 0% of the potaioes carly and sold them in the market as

they were getting good prices, Mostala said,
Culd storages in Munshiganj have stored 30% less potatoes this year, and

places like Thakurgaon and Rangpur have stored 10-206 less potatoes, he
said.

d 8 fa :
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“These factors will uliimately resull in higher potato prices,” he wamed.

Entrepreneurs demand low-interest capital to invest in cold storage

Top five reasons for
taking IELTS with

the British Council

Currently, thene are more (han 400 cold stoeage in the country where potatoes
arestored. Bul lo ensure the country's food secunty, entreprenours said they
want o make new investments in cold storage 1o stare varions products

including unsuns, tomatoes, carrois, meat, and dates.
They said (he sector needs low-interest capital [rom the govemment.

The Cold Storage Association president said, "AL present, the interest rale on
bank loans is 1314%. I we project with high-interest loans, it will be difficult
lo make it profitable. For this reason, if the governmient gives us a loan al 4%
[nterest through Bangladesh Bank, or by taking funds from abroad, then we

can invesl in this sector.”

He further said, "There are four chambers in each cold storage of the country.,
For those that are doing business poorly, one or (wo chambers may be uséd
&pu.‘iru_uﬂj fiar sbOring oo oF other E]L‘Ii.‘:!ldIJ:L‘ pl’uduu:. For this, we need

low-interest capital support from (he government.”

The Bangladesh Cold Storage Association and Saver Inlernational Limited are
crganising a three-day exhibltion starting on 6 May al 10CH in Bashundhsra
highlighting the role of cold storage in the supply chain, It will have

exhibitions on variows lechnologies of cold storage.



Cold storage owners want integrated policy to ennunce
cold chain efficiency for sustainable goods supply

I Cofd Chain Banglodest 2024 Exhibition i Moy
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Bangladash Cold Storage Associotion (BCSA) on Thursdoy urged lor an integrated policy lor the

1=

=

developmant of cold chain infrastrecture in the country to ensuréa a strategic supply of

parishable goods such as potatoas, onions, and tomatoes in off-sadsons.

The leaders of BCSA said this ot a meet the press, held at BSCA Office in Paltan in the capital
ahead of the Cold Chain Bangladesh- 20248 exhibltion scheduled to e held ot the Internationat
Convention City Bashundhara (ICCE) in May this year

Savor Internaticnal td, In collaboration with the BCSA, will orgaonise the exhibition, with

participation of 14 countrias.

Mostofa Azod Chowdhury Babuw, PFrasident of BCSA, said there s an urgent nead to reform the
current tinancial structure including introducing lower Interest rotes for investments in coid
chain management

He highlighted the necessity of accessing loans from foreign sources at lower interest rates to
facilitote the development of state-of-the-art cold chains

BCSA President said in the exhibition, stakeholders will advocate for implementing public-
private partnerships (PPPs) in cold chain management, emphasising the importance of
specialised cold storage facilities ond post-harvest management education for farmers and
industry professionals.

In response 1o a queslion, he expressed concerns over potential potato shortages and urged
authorities to provide accurate daota on pototo preduction to mitigote market disruptions.

He expressed his concern thot consumers might have 1o buy potatoes ot over Tk 50 a kg as
farmers’ leve! price is Tk 27-32 o kg this year, which was a maximum Tk 18 a kg last year.

Mohammad Asoduzzaman, President of Bonglodesh Refrigeration ond  Air-conditioning
Merchant Association (BRAMA) and Chairman of the Standing Committee on Refrigeration, Air
Conditioning, ond Cold Chain Policy iImplementation of FBCCI, meantioned the challenges faced
In imperting cold storage equipment and spare parts, which s needed to cut higher import to
stimulate investment in the country's cold chain infrastructure.

Istiaque Ahmed, Senlor Vice President of the Cold Storage Association, emphasised that cold
storage is essential not only {or food security but also for ensuring food safety by reducing the
need for harmiful preservatives.

Md Faizul Alam, Managing Director of Saver intemnational Ltd, Md Hasmetuzzaman, Chairman RP,
ASHRAE Bangladesh Chapter also spoke among others at the event,



¢ BANGLADESH 202

siation







$

T et SRR STeA ST |
it S W7 Teoiva 8 3T w33 IR




S T T O
M." '.'."r-'- HF PR ES(‘{ & coLpr lmm "l_uu

SA IOR

‘ = 4 .




|| —_—
' M| IF PRESS g ’Aﬂlg I:f

l Date: 28 March 2024 | Venue: Bangladesh Cold Storage A
f

| Organizod By | In Associaion with

SAJOR (T

= v D ﬁs{i_l n

oy o - i‘:‘







